
Growing Christ-Centered  Community 
in a Distracting World 
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Working in partnership with our community, the S.T.A.R. (Support, Tutoring And Resources) Center provides after 

school activities that meet our Saranam families’ specific needs. Our services have a strong focus on effective 

academic enrichment, physical fitness, nutritional and life skills activities that challenge our children and families, and 

make learning fun. In a safe and engaging environment, we learn how to interact with, perceive, influence and relate 

to others to enhance our lives, and promote academic success. We value community engagement and believe that 

volunteer involvement can have a positive impact on a child’s future.    

We are looking for volunteers to be extra adults in our children's life skills groups, homework help, reading circles as 

well as qualified basic math, algebra, English and French tutors for private tutoring sessions to help both our 

student parents, and our children.   

To volunteer, contact Debra Maese @ (505) 620-9401 and attend a training session. 

When lifelong member of Central UMC Frances Thaxton Ash left her estate to this church, it was her wish to 

end homelessness in families.  Through the Frances Thaxton Ash Endowment, the Saranam program was 

established in 2004 to help families end their homelessness and poverty by providing fully furnished 

housing as well as academic, vocational and life skills education all in a supportive community.  This 

innovative two-year program is designed to make the greatest impact to bring positive and sustainable 

change to the lives of homeless families. Saranam is doing something different in our community. Our 

innovative program provides homeless families a path toward self-sufficiency using a two-generational 

approach - involving both the parents and children in their work to end poverty and homelessness.   

Saranam is successful.  With a 75% success rate, families who exit Saranam move into stable housing, often 

continuing their education toward degree programs and improved employment opportunities.  Unlike other 

transitional housing programs, Saranam families work to no longer be subsidized, rather to become self-

supporting. 

All of this happens in an incredible supportive community.  Families who apply to Saranam have hope for 

their futures. “I have made mistakes in the past and it doesn’t even come close to defining who I am today,” 

and “I believe the program is beyond a dream to help families become the people they were meant to be.” 

This week, a family who moved in a month ago wrote us a special thank you note, “Thanks to all Saranam 

staff, teachers, everyone who “spoils” us, treats us with love and respect.  Everyone is so patient and 

passionate.  Each activity in class or with the kids is specially planned and all the details are appreciated.” 

Plans for expanding the Saranam program are underway.  In the next few years we hope to serve more 

families and even be able to replicate the program in other areas.   

The original vision of Frances Thaxton Ash is alive and well at Central through Saranam!  

Thank you to the many people here who give time, talent, home furnishings, living supplies, or financially to 

support families at Saranam.  Because of you families are finding new lives with stability, health and 

opportunity. 
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CHURCH STAFF              Rev. Scott Sharp, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Kelly Brooks, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Janet Norden, Associate Pastor 

Scott Zila, Director of Operations 

Jerri Foster, Director of Sanctuary Music Ministries 

Rick Wild, Organist 

Michele Humes, Office Administrator  

Kathy Gough, Office Assistant  

Jesus Valdez, Media Coordinator 

Alesha Bird, ASL Interpreter 

Get connected! Sign up for Central Connections, our weekly electronic newsletter, at 

www.centraltolife.org or send an email to Jesus Valdez at jesusvaldez@centraltolife.org. 

201 University Blvd NE    Albuquerque, NM 87106 (505) 243-7834   www.centraltolife.org 

Services broadcast on KAZQ TV-32—Sunday, 11 am & 7 pm 

Classic Service     8:30am & 11:00am 

Contemporary              11:00am 

Community of Hope        1:00pm 

Sermon Series 

“From Script to Stage: Faith as Improvisation” 

Spiritual Retreat 

September 24th, 9:00-3:00pm @ Canossian Spirituality Center 

A retreat registration table will be set up in the Gathering Area on two 

Sundays, September 11 and 18, before and between the 11:00 a.m. 

services. Cash or check for $20 includes lunch. All women--members, friends, 

guests-- are welcome. Rev. Kelly is the Retreat Leader, and her topic is: "The 

Pleasure of God: Finding Grace in the Ordinary." 

Mark your calendars for our next all church potluck and fellowship gatherings.  

     Our first potluck will be next Sunday night, September 25 @ 4:00pm. Please bring a dish and enjoy the 

     program that will be presented by Rev. Scott Sharp on this past summer’s General, Annual, and Jurisdictional  

     Conferences of The United Methodist Church. Additionally Pastor Scott will be updating the congregation on 

     the work of the Governance Team that includes a 5 year plan.   

 In October our fellowship gathering will be held in conjunction with our Trick or Treat Not on the Street 

 event. This annual opportunity for kids to trick-or-treat in a safe environment will be held on the 

 afternoon of Sunday, October 30 @ 3:00-5:00pm. There will be opportunity to have fun with kids as well 

 as fellowship with one another.  Details will be published nearer the date. 

     Our November fellowship event will be on Sunday, November 20 which is the last Sunday before the beginning 

     of Advent. We will have a potluck that afternoon and spend a little time “hanging the greens” and decorating 

     the sanctuary for the Advent season. Again, look for details in the near future. 

 December gathering will be on Sunday, December 4. In addition to this being our Church Conference  

 (our annual meeting), we will also have an early Christmas Church party. We will be collecting gifts and 

 toys to assist a ministry in our community. We are still working out the details, but please plan to 

 attend and prime the pump of Christmas cheer a little early this year.   

Our life together as a Christ-centered community is built as we build our relationships with one another.  

I hope that you will be able to participate in all of these fellowship opportunities.   

See you next Sunday! 

Weed & Feed 

Dear all, 

Joy Hayes is coordinating a 2nd CUMC  

weed and feed event for Saturday 9/24/16 @ 2PM. 

If you can please join us for about an hour or so. 

Thank you in advance. 

Maurice Ikle' 

http://www.centraltolife.org/#/give
http://www.centraltolife.org/

